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ubuntu: learning is a communal effort 
in which learners feel encouraged to 
lead their learning and support each 

other in the process

ubuntu: the learning community encourages 
individual and collective inquiry, risk taking, 

and exploration of “wild ideas”

ubuntu: social bonding 
creates an atmosphere 
of warmth and 
excitement
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Playful Learning Observation & Reflection Tool:
Three South African Schools

Instructions

○ circle markers that you 
experienced or observed

★star the ones that felt 
strongest

write in anything missing

empowerment challenge
responsibility

courage
pride

freedom
part of something biggerfeels like... fascination

confidence
looks like...

valuing own and others’ ideas

seeing peers as resources

collaboration

inspiration

voicing opinions

feels like...

feels like...

looks like...

looks like...

eagerness

positive frustration

considering a variety of solutions

discussing and debating

learning from mistakes

experimenting
creating

imagining

huddling

trust

anticipation

belonging excitement

fun
safety

participating actively
smiling and laughing

being surprised

celebrating
joking

singing


