‘Pz, project zero THINKING ROUTINES

My Perspective, Other Perspectives
(For Exploring Complexity)
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Choose an object or system and ask:

My Have you ever used this? Why did you use it?
perspective | What do you like about it? Why?
What do you dislike about it? Why?
How would your life be different if you couldn't use this?

Who else uses this? Why do they use it?
per?;\:;rives What do you think they like about it? Why?
What do you think they dislike about it? Why?
How would their life be different if they couldn’t use this?

PURPOSE

What kind of thinking does this routine encourage?

The routine helps students explore complexity by encouraging them to consider that people
may have different experiences with and perspectives on the same object or system. This
routine also encourages students to think more carefully about how the object or system
impacts their lives and the lives of others.
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APPLICATION

When and where can | use it?
You can use this thinking routine to explore any object or system. You may choose to

introduce the entire routine at once, or you may choose to break it down into parts over
multiple occasions.

¢ This routine provides an opportunity for children to make their thinking visible. Children
can show their thinking through drawings, photos, role play, and/or writing.

« If you are using this thinking routine with young learners, consider having them think
about an object or a system they have direct experience with. This way, all children can
apply and build upon their prior knowledge in meaningful ways. We suggest you start
with objects or systems in your classroom or community that students use regularly.

« When possible, encourage students to gather information about other people’s
perspectives. For example, students might conduct interviews of people who use the
object or system, observe people using the object or system, or use the internet or
books to research specific perspectives.

o Consider using this thinking routine along with the Think, Feel, Care thinking routine to
help children practice taking other people’s perspectives.

This thinking routine was developed as part of the Agency by Design project at Project Zero at the Harvard Graduate
School of Education. Explore the full PZ Thinking Routine Toolbox at pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines.
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